Influenza surveillance summary for week 49 ending December 8, 2012

Public Health -

Seattle & King County

Influenza activity continued to increase in King County during week 49. All subtyped positive specimens from outpatient
surveillance have been identified as influenza A(H3). The proportion of hospital rapid antigen tests positive for flu is above
average compared to this time in past years; in recent weeks, all positive tests have been influenza A. The proportion of
emergency department visits attributed to influenza-like illness during week 49 increased among those age 5-17 and over 65, and
remained stable or decreased for all other ages. Pneumonia and influenza deaths exceeded the national epidemic threshold
during week 48 but dropped below the threshold again in week 49. One long-term care facility with laboratory confirmed influenza
A was reported during week 49. The University of Washington Virology Laboratory data showed increases in respiratory viruses
including influenza A, RSV, parainfluenza and rhinovirus.
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Resources
Additional Flu Information, Resources and Surveillance:
www.kingcounty.gov/health/flu

UW Virology Laboratory Respiratory Virus Surveillance:
http://depts.washington.edu/rspvirus/documents/VD2012-13.pdf

Washington State Influenza Surveillance Update:
www.doh.wa.gov/EHSPHL/Epidemiology/CD/fluupdate.pdf

National Influenza Update:
www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/

Global Influenza Update:
www.who.int/csr/disease/influenza/en/

Nnfluenza-like iliness is defined as fever and cough or sore throat, or specific mention of influenza in chief complaint or discharge diagnosis
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